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As noted in my website post on September 12, 2012 crime is up. It’s been 

two weeks and crime continues to climb even though in the last two weeks 

the calls for suspicious activity have risen as well. 

 

Graffiti activity is up since August and much of it contains gang related tags. 

The upshot is that most graffiti is done by gang wannabes. The down side is 

that they do it to get recruited into a gang. Make no mistake, we have a 

problem. 

 

Through communication with John Torres in the office we have received 

photos and locations of taggings. What I’ve done is created a map with dates 

and photographs and have given this to Lt. Cashmen for his use.  

 

Arline and I have had two meetings this week with Lts at the Pinal County 

Sheriff’s office regarding the recent spike in crime. This is not STH specific, 

it’s happening all down the Hunt Corridor. I can vouch for this as the crime 

maps I do include information for all of Pinal County. 

 



THE NUMBERS 

 

The staffing for patrols in the San Tan Valley area are 35 officers working 

12 hour shifts working 3 days on, 4 days off then visa-versa. That’s roughly 

9 officers patrolling this area of 83,000 people at any one time. And “patrol” 

is actually suggesting that they do patrol. What is actually happening is they 

are going from call to call. And a 12 hour shift easily goes into 13 or 14 

hours due to paper work. 

 

Most cities run at 2.5 officers per 1000 people. San Tan Valley is running at 

1 officer to 2300 people and this is not going to get better anytime soon. 

Because of this the PCSO is relying on the citizens to report suspicious 

activity. 

 

 Most crimes are a crime of opportunity. 

Take away the opportunity and you can help. 

 

 

And as I stated, this spike in crime is everywhere in San Tan Valley. But 

there are things we can do as residents to deter crime.  

• These streets are dark at night. Ask your neighbors to keep their coach 

and porch lights on. 

• If you can keep your cars parked in your garage. If you can’t, lock it 

and park it under a street light. 

• Tell your neighbors there is a growing crime problem and just keep a 

watchful eye. If you see something suspicious, report it to the PCSO 

non-emergency number at 520.866.5111. 

• DO NOT PURSUE. Be a good witness. Make a note of gender, 

height, hair color, clothing color, location and anything else that 

stands out like tattoos. Then call it in. 

 

 

I do a spreadsheet every four weeks of the crime calls in STH. As of 

September 8 here are the numbers for Theft, Criminal Damage and Burglary 

– the top three crime calls. 

 

CRIME  AVG EVERY 4 WKS  TOTAL LAST 4 WKS 

Theft    6.8     10 

Criminal Damage  3.9     6 

Burglary   2.4     2 



EMAIL BLAST 

 

So we’ve had meetings with the PCSO and there is a state agency getting 

involved but we’re not at liberty to discuss that at this time. 

 

We’ve made people aware of a spike in crime through website postings and 

posting the crime maps every week. There are also tips on our website on 

how to eliminate the opportunity for crime. 

 

At this point in time I am asking the Board to approve an email blast to the 

community regarding the spike in crime from the Block Watch. I haven’t 

composed anything yet as I was waiting for your answer(s) here tonight. 


