
NEWSRELEASE      
Pinal County Sheriff’s Office • 971 Jason Lopez Circle   

Florence, Arizona  85132 • 520-866-5174 • Fax: 520-866-5195                                                 Paul Babeu, Sheriff 
 

Monday, March 7, 2011 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

CONTACT: Media Relations, Tim Gaffney, 520-705-8124 
 

Pursuit Leads to the Arrest of Five Suspects for Drug Smuggling 
 

On Sunday, March 6th, 2011 at 6:38 a.m. a Pinal County Sheriff’s Deputy attempted to stop a 1999 Ford F-250 
pickup truck on Highway 84 near Green Road for speeding.  The vehicle failed to yield and accelerated to speeds in 
excess of 100-mph.  Deputies attempted to use Stop Sticks to deflate the suspects tires yet the suspect drove into the 
desert to avoid them.  The vehicle fled through the desert with deputies still giving chase.   
 
A Hispanic male flew out of the back bed of the truck as it was driving over bumps in the desert.  The male landed 
on the ground and then got up and started to run away.  He was chased by responding deputies and taken into 
custody.   
 
The suspect vehicle made its way back onto Highway 84 and began to travel eastbound.  Near Candlestick Road 
deputies once again deployed Stop Sticks and they successfully deflated the suspect vehicles front right tire.  The tire 
was soon shredded and the driver drove the vehicle on its rim.  Near Ethington Road, the vehicle came to a stop and a 
“High-Risk” stop was completed.  The driver, Victor Estrada (age 34 of Casa Grande) was taken into custody along 
with three additional passengers.  Estrada was identified per a pictured “Arizona Department of Corrections, 
Released Offender” identification card.  Estrada injured his nose after being bounced around inside of the vehicle 
during the pursuit.  He was taken to a local hospital where he was treated and released into our custody.  Bundles of 
marijuana were located in the back bed of the truck which weighed 158 pounds. 
 
Victor Estrada was booked into the Pinal County Adult Detention Center for Felony Flight, Possession of Marijuana 
for Sale and Transportation of Marijuana.  He is currently being held on a 100,000 cash only bond.   
 
Juan Baradas Garcia Valades (age 39 of Florence), Carlos Lugo Garcia (age 19 of Mexico), Marcos Antonio 
Espinoza Lopez (age 35 of Mexico) and Jesus Guillero Avila (age 26 of Mexico) were all booked for Possession of 
Marijuana for Sale and Transportation of Marijuana. 
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