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Deputy Puroll Shooting Update 
 

On April 30th, 2010 Pinal County Sheriff’s Deputy, Louie Puroll was involved in a shooting with 
individuals in the Vekol Valley.  The shooting drew both local and national attention.  Deputy Puroll, at 
the time of the shooting was assigned as the Counter Terrorism Liaison Specialist for the Pinal County 
Sheriff’s Office and a member of the Pinal County Search and Rescue.  
 
The shooting was investigated by the Pinal County Sheriff’s Office, along with the assistance of other law 
enforcement agencies. The criminal investigation had concluded and the facts of the case confirmed the 
accounts of the event as Deputy Puroll described. 
 
After the criminal investigation had concluded, Doctor Michael Baden and Doctor Werner Spitz came 
forward through the media and attempted to discredit the investigation findings.  Although their findings 
were disputed by Dr. Phil Keen, a former Chief Medical Examiner for Maricopa County, the investigation 
was reopened in order to maintain transparency.  All doctors agreed that in order to prove without 
question that the weapon fired at Deputy Puroll was not a “contact wound” as suggested by Dr. Baden and 
Dr. Spitz, the shirt he was wearing at the time of the incident would have to be tested.  Pinal County 
Sheriff’s Office requested the shirt be tested by the Arizona Department of Public Safety for the presence 
of munitions residue, indicative of a close contact discharge (i.e., charring, burning, or any other evidence 
that would depict a close contact shot). 
 
The shirt removed from Deputy Puroll on the day of the incident had been processed as evidence and 
secured in the Pinal County Sheriff’s Evidence Room.  For integrity this item had been maintained in the 
original bag with evidentiary seals. The shirt was turned over to the Arizona Department of Public Safety 
per their lab procedures. 
 
Today, the Arizona Department of Public Safety has concluded their testing.  The test results are “a hole 
was located on the back left side of the t-shirt.  The area around the hole was microscopically and 
chemically processed for the presence of gunshot residues.  Bullet wipe was found which is consistent 
with the passage of a bullet; however, no gun power was detected.” 
 
This testing further confirms that the gunshot wound was not a close contact shot as had been reported by 
the two doctors through a local media entity.  
 
 
 



 
Attached are photo’s of the green shirt tested by the Arizona Department of Public Safety; a second shirt 
that Deputy Puroll had tied around his waist during the incident; Deputy Puroll’s gunshot wound; a photo 
taken by “Secure Border Intelligence” that captured Deputy Puroll working the same area approximately 
one month prior to the shooting incident and a photo also from “Secure Border Intelligence” of armed 
suspects in the same location and on the same day that Deputy Puroll was photographed.  
http://secureborderintel.org 
 
Dr. Baden (author) and Dr. Spitz (co-author) of the same book have weighed in on other high profile cases 
around the country.   This is another example much like the Ted Binion murder case in Las Vegas where 
their opinion after viewing photos was incorrect. 
www.cbsnews.com/stories/2010/01/23/48hours/main6134940.shtml?tag=contentMain;contentBody 
  
Deputy Puroll has given a consistent account of the events from the time he was rescued and got off of the 
helicopter and gave information to investigators, when he spoke with members of the Criminal 
Investigations Bureau days after the shooting and also with Internal Affairs Investigators weeks later.  The 
physical evidence, radio traffic, phone calls and now this gunshot residue testing completed by the 
Arizona Department of Public Safety all confirm his account of the events. 
 
Today at 5 p.m. Pinal County Sheriff Paul Babeu and Deputy Louie Puroll will be holding a News 
Conference at the Pinal County Sheriff’s Office (971 Jason Lopez Circle, Florence) to discuss the closing 
of this investigation.   
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