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Chairman Pete Rios Removes Proposal for  
“Anti Smuggling Enforcement Unit” from Agenda 

 
Pinal County Board of Supervisors had agreed to conduct a “Work Session” to hear more from Sheriff 
Paul Babeu, employees of the Pinal County Sheriff’s Office, and citizens regarding the request to create 
an “Anti Smuggling Enforcement Unit.”  On Monday afternoon, Chairman Pete Rios removed the 
proposal from the agenda. 
 
Chairman Rios has not given a reason to the Pinal County Sheriff’s Office for the removal of the proposal 
but has told local media that it was done so he could try and get some questions answered.   
 
On August 17th, the Pinal County Sheriff’s Office submitted a proposal to the Pinal County Board of 
Supervisors requesting they provide emergency funding for an “Anti Smuggling Enforcement Unit.”   
 
On August 18th, the Board of Supervisors agreed to hear the proposal and placed it on the September 15th 
agenda.  Originally, it was requested to be heard on September 1st but the Board of Supervisors requested 
that it be placed on the 15th agenda so that they would have more time to research. 
 
On August 18th, Sheriff Babeu sent the Board of Supervisors a copy of the proposal and asked to sit down 
with them individually to answer any concerns they may have.  As of today, Supervisor Martyn is the 
only supervisor that has met with Sheriff Babeu to discuss the proposal. 
 
On September 8th, Sheriff Babeu sent the Board of Supervisors an invitation to come out to the drug and 
human trafficking areas to review the problems first hand.  Supervisor Martyn has come out and visited 
the area first hand, Supervisor Snider turned down the request as he said that he was aware of the area and 
Chairman Rios declined the offer because of a scheduling conflict but has yet to reschedule. 
 
The proposal was confirmed as of late last week when Chairman Rios asked the County PIO to determine 
through our office what the media and citizen response would be for the meeting.  They were told that the 
proposal had a great deal of interest from both the public and media and we expected a large turnout. 
 
On Monday, September 13, 2010 Pinal County Sheriff Paul Babeu was notified by County Manager Terry 
Doolittle that Chairman Rios had removed the proposal from their agenda.   
 
 
 



 
The Mission of the Pinal County Sheriff’s Office “Anti Smuggling Enforcement Unit” would be to identify 
criminal activity associated with drug and human trafficking and deploy accordingly in an effort to reduce the 
amount of violent and peripheral crimes associated with both.  The unit would be comprised of one (1) 
Sergeant and six (6) Deputies.   
 
The Pinal County Sheriff’s Office “Anti Smuggling Enforcement Unit” (ASEU) will interdict, disrupt, and 
dismantle drug and human trafficking operations in Pinal County.   
 
Pinal County Chief Financial Officer, Victoria Prins has indicated that there are 26.5 million dollars in the 
County Financial Stability Fund and 5.9 million dollars in the contingency fund. Sheriff Babeu has 
requested that a small portion of these reserve funds be used to fund this vital unit.  The total first year 
cost for the ASEU, to include equipment and positions is estimated to $1,044,219 and each year thereafter 
$501,716. 
 
Attached to this email is a copy of the “Anti Smuggling Enforcement Squad.” 
 
Sheriff Babeu stated, “This request for emergency funding is an emergency, not a political football. This 
has been delayed too long already from a public hearing. Our proposal that will improve public safety 
deserves a public hearing. We're already understaffed and only have one (1) Deputy per one thousand 
citizens. This is less than half of what every city or town police agency has.  I need this emergency 
funding to bring the fight to the drug & human smuggling.  This Anti Smuggling Enforcement Unit will 
help reduce crime rates immediately across our entire county." 
          
On September 1st, Chairman Rios stated that he supported public safety and if Sheriff Babeu could 
demonstrate the need for the Anti Smuggling Enforcement Unit he may succeed in achieving the 
appropriation. 
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