
STV community gathers in response to shooting

By Chase Kamp Today Publications

San Tan Heights Community Watch hosted a neighborhood meeting on August 19, 2010 with
local law enforcement and HOA leaders to update residents on the August 7 drive-by shooting
near San Tan Community Park, in San Tan Valley. Nearly 150 residents gathered at San Tan
Elementary School and received a briefing from PCSO Lt. Doug Brown and Detective Mark
Guemes about the investigation.

Brown said the Sheriff’s office was uncertain if the incident was gang related but he assured
residents that it was isolated and not worthy of panic. “We do not have some lunatic running
around with a gun,” he said. Those involved in the shooting live in Chandler, he said, and “were
looking for trouble.” 

The Sheriff’s office is continuing the investigation and conducting a patrol of the area. Brown
said two cars are scheduled to patrol the San Tan Heights area until August 28, and if an arrest
is not made in that time, the patrol will likely be extended. 

According to the Sheriff’s office, deputies responded to a call at 8:42 p.m. on August 7 reporting
a man had been shot in the leg. The victim, a 19-year-old male, was allegedly leaving a
basketball game at San Tan Community Park with several other individuals when they heard
gunshots.

As the victim ran, he was shot in the right leg. Shell casings from at least two different handguns
were found by investigators in a southeasterly direction from the scene. Neither the victim nor
the witnesses reported seeing the shooters.

Brown told those in attendance to not be afraid of using community facilities. San Tan Heights
HOA president Robert Wise echoed Brown’s sentiment. “If you withdraw, they win, whoever
they may be,” he said. If residents see a suspicious group of people congregating in an usual
manner, Brown said not to hesitate calling the PCSO non-emergency dispatch line at
1-800-352-3796.

The PCSO Posse and Citizens on Patrol are assisting with monitoring the neighborhood. PCSO
Posse Sgt. Doug Ewen explained that posse members and deputies are not one in the same,
but that both will be patrolling. “We are not sworn officers,” he said, “and we are deputized only
when we arrived on the scene with a deputy present because we work under their authority.” 
  
Ewen said posse would be patrolling at times when PCSO officers are unavailable, acting as a
second line of defense. Any suspicious activity can be reported to posse members, who will
immediately notify the Sheriff’s office.

Community Watch coordinators Jeff and Arline Studley encourage residents to participate in the
program and take charge in the safety of their community. The San Tan Heights Community
Watch maintains a blog at http://sthcw.wordpress.com. Residents should get to know their
neighbors alongside and across from them, they said, and to gather neighbor’s phone numbers
for quick notification of any disturbances.
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Anyone with information regarding the August 7 shooting is encouraged to call Detective
Guemes at 520-866-5101.
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